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experienced vakil will bear me out that it depends more on the
judge, the counsel, and the venue of the court. In English there
is a proverb that it is always the man with the longest purse that
wins. And there is a good deal of truth in this, as there is exag-
geration in it. The Lokamanya's defeat therefore made me only
wish he was a satyagrahi like me, so that he would have saved
himself the bother of victory or defeat. And when I saw that
far from losing heart at the result of his case, far from being dis-
appointed, he faced the English public with cool resignation and
expressed his views to them with equal fearlessness, I was proud
of him. He has been in his life acting to the very letter up to what
he has believed to be the essential teaching of the Gita. He devotes
himself entirely to what he believes to be his karma, and leaves the
result thereof to God. Who could withhold admiration from one
so great?
I think it our duty to contribute to the expenses of his suit.
He surely did not fight for his personal ends, he fought in the
public interests. I am sure, therefore, that you will accept the
resolution that is going to be proposed this evening to find for
Mr. Tilak the expenses of his suit, and to express our gratefulness
for his services to the country,1
Young India, 7-6-1919
306.   LETTER TO RAMDAS GANDHI
ASHRAM,
June 1, 1919
CHI.   RAMDAS,
I have your letter. Surely, I do dictate letters for you. Hardly
does a month pass without one. You have done well in taking up
service with Mohanlal. I know, of course, that you will not
abuse his generosity, his goodness and his love which you describe
so well. But I want more, that you should be twice as painstaking
and careful at a place such as his and make some return for that
love. There is as much disadvantage as advantage in serving under
1 Sarojini Naichi read out in English the following resolution : "This
meeting puts on record its appreciation of the selfless and devoted services
rendered by Lotamarrya Tilak to the Motherland during the last forty years
of his life, and calls upon his countrymen generously to contribute to the
Tilak Purse Fund started with the object of defraying the expenses incurred by
him in the prosecution of a case, which was undertaken by him purely in the
public interest."
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